variety of associations with diverse floral and extrafloral nectary-bearing plants, many homopteran pests of crops, some beetles with potential as biological control agents and even with some insect pollinators. Their nest building activities create islands of increased nutrient density. Ant colonies constitute well-protected habitats with stable microclimate conditions.
A great diversity of arthropods that live together with ants and profit from ant societies are known as myrmecophiles,while some species of arthropods show morphological resemblances with ants and/or even mimic ants behaviourally and are known as myrmecomorphs. The myrmecophiles form various types of symbiotic associations with ants thatrange from mutualism to parasitism, from facultative to obligate and from species general to species specific.
Among the arthropods which gain food, shelter and protection in ant nests and occur on ant-visited plants, some of the myrmecophilous and/or myrmecomorphic arthropods are herbivorous; others are predatory while some insects known to be protected by the ants are themselves pests. Therefore, such studies are of relevance in insect pest management in agroecosystems.
Keeping this background in view, the present study has focused on the behavioural ecology of myrmecophiles and myrmecomorphs associated with the common, plant-visiting ant, Camponotuscompressus (Family: Formicidae) to gain an insightinto the diversity of antassociated arthropods, their ecological significance and the nature of such associations.
